Private Thomas K. Bush (1845-1901)
His War Time Letters
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Private Thomas K. Bush
Company “C”, 28" Illinois Regiment



Preserved among Bush family papers is a packet of original letters written during the Civil War
by Private Thomas K. Bush (1845-1901) to his parents Mrs. and Mrs. Palemon Cage Bush in
Winchester, Scott County, Illinois. The letters were written by a 15 year old boy who served in
Company “C” in the 28" Illinois Regiment. Thomas enlisted at Camp Butler on August 15, 1861
and within two weeks was shipped out to St. Louis, Missouri.

This War touched every family on both sides in horrific ways. Thomas’ older brother, William
Bush had enlisted on May 25, 1861 in Company “K” of the 14™ Illinois Regiment. He was dead
three months later on August 27, 1861. One can only imagine the dread and fear felt by Palemon
and Eliza for their younger son, Thomas. He enlisted just eleven days before his older brother’s
death and he was only 15 years old.

Palemon C. Bush had already lost two children when very young from his first marriage.
Another daughter, Mary Jane Bush (Mrs. John Garland), from his first marriage died in 1857 at
age 17 during childbirth. Palemon’s last surviving child from his first marriage, Elizabeth J.
Bush ( Mrs. Thomas Humble), died the year after his son William in 1862. She also died as a
result of childbirth. Life was hard and cruel for men and women during that time.

The War touched nearly every family. Brothers and cousins fought together and sometimes
against one another. Palemon C. Bush’s brother, Judge William Bush had remained in Missouri.
His son, Robert L. Bush served as Captain in the Union Army in Company “H” of the 23™
Missouri Regiment, USA. Palemon’s other brother, Dr. John B. Bush was residing in Arkansas
when war erupted. He named his son for his brother Palemon. Dr. Palemon Cage Bush (1829-
1908) served as a Surgeon under General Cabell in the Confederate Army. And finally,
Palemon’s youngest brother, Dr. Reuben Rowland Bush was still living in Kentucky. His son,
John W. Bush served as a Captain in the 48™ Kentucky Infantry, USA. Certainly there were other
Bush cousins not listed here who fought on both sides of the War.

Company “C” of the 28" Illinois Regiment was made up of recruits from Scott County. Thomas’
letters mention numerous other young men from his hometown of Winchester and the
surrounding area. Some returned home after the War but many others did not. Military records
for the Company show that it lost 9 officers and 97 enlisted men in combat. Astonishingly,
disease was the real enemy and took another 2 officers and 182 enlisted men.

Thomas Bush’s enlistment papers for August 15, 1861 show that he was 15 years old and only
5°2” tall when he enlisted. Probably because of his young age and small size he was put into the
Company Band where he played the fife and drum. During this War, the company band played
an important roll. Drummers beat out a cadence as troops were marched from one location to
another. Drummers also played as troops went into battle and the company flag flew high leading
the way. Long evenings around the company’s fires were often eased with song and music. One
of Thomas’ letters says that the Rebels had stolen his drum. The skills Thomas learned in war as
a musician would shape his vocation when the war ended. Thomas left the military in 1868 and
started a band. The Bush Brothers Band toured the Illinois area playing concerts. Thomas also
played with the Empire Minstrels and John Phillip Sousa when he was nearby.



Young Thomas wrote home to his mother early in the war requesting that she should have him
sent home. He appears to have expected to only stay a month or two in the army. Things didn’t
go as he planned and the war lasted many more years. Thomas served in the United States Army
for 7 years.

Thomas’ letters are reprinted here exactly as he wrote them and demonstrate his particular
spelling and grammar. Notice that as time passes, his letters reflect a more mature man and
curiously, his spelling and grammar also improve. It’s interesting to note his failure to capitalize
the first person pronoun “I” throughout most of his letters.

Camp Holt, Kentucky was one of the first camps Company “C” occupied after they left Illinois
and then Missouri.. Note that Thomas has only been serving some 6 weeks and he is already
feeling the effects of the impure water and poor sanitary conditions. Dysentery and disease were
more dangerous than the Southern enemy.

“Canp Hol t, Kent ucky Cct ober 7, 1861

Dear f at her,

i takemy peninhandtowiteyouafewlines.|ast Tuesday our regi ment | eft

Bi rdspoi nt and went acrosst heriverinKentucky. It isopisiteBirdspoint.t he pl ace
we areinnowisaverysicklyplace.ithas beenwet hereabout alltheti ne.

The ot her r egi nent t hat was her e when our scane a man sai dt hat bel ongedt hat

t herewasant t hirtyout of eachconpanythat isfitfor duty.i havebeen sickever
si ncei have been incanp Hol t but i ambettertoday.i wi shyouwoul dtryand get
me di schargedfor i coul dcome hone al one.get M. Knapptoseeabout it,foritold
youwheni |l eft honme t hat i woul dli ket ostayanonthor two.iaskednot her when

| Ieft home toget nme dischargedif she coul dandi woul dcone hone. thereis
sevenor ei ght i nour conpany si ck.nowt hereisagreat many i nt heregi nent si ck.
we t hi nkwe wi lIstayhereallw nter.thecol of t heregi ment has cone. he i sfrom
theforteenth hewas lieutenant col t here.theforteenthwanted hi mtostaywith
them giveny lovetoalltherest of thefamly.excuseny bad writingfor my hand
trenbl edso by bei ngsi ck. witeoftener thanyoudo. i hainthadaletterfromthe
famlysincelieut enant Ebey cane back.

Thomas Bush”



“Canp Hol t, Kent ucky Novenber 9, 1861

Dear f at her,

M Ebey got her e yest erday nor ni ngand i got your | etter.t herehas beenabi g
battl ef ought t he day bef oreyest erdayt hat i sa great many killedat Bel | nont

t wenty m | esbel owt hi spl aceont he Mosuri asi de. our r egi nent and t he 7th di d not
get thereintineforthefight.t heysaidthat ifwe had got t herewe coul dhave
t akent he pl ace.we had gone about 12 m | esand coul dher e t her e musket s besi des
t herecannons. at night we hadtoretreat backtokeepfrombei ngcut of f. John
Ebeys son W I liamwas shot ont he battlefiddt heyla dhi mdown and put | ogs

ar ound hi mand cover ed hi mover wi t ht her coat sand bl anket s.itisanawf ul si ght
togotoCairoandseet hewoundedint he hospital.i coul dt ellyounore about it.
M H llhai nt got hereyet.ifyouhavenot sent t he confort and bl anket you had
bett er not becauset hey woul dbe hardtocarryifwe hadtomarch. we are bui sey
bui | d ngour | oghouses. we ar e draw ngbl uesui ts.i have quit fifingand went to

dr umm ng and have been ever si ncei have beenint hiscanp. itisgettingl ateandi
wllhaft toclose giveny respectstoallthefamly.witeas soonasyoucan.

Thomas K Bush”

By December of 1861, Thomas letters indicate that he is adjusting better to military life. He
responds to a recent request from his mother for a lock of his hair. It was common for mothers
and wives to wear a lock of a loved one’s hair in a locket while they were away. Eliza Bush must
have expressed her concerns about Thomas drinking whiskey and “cussing”. He is now 16 years
old and assures her that he is not drinking nor cussing.

“Fort Hol t, Kent ucky Decenber 18, 1861

Dear not her,

i havethe opportunitytowiteyoualetter.i amwellat present andingoodspirits.
allt he boys seemlivey.i cant sendyoual ockof nmy hairyet.i had one of t he boys
tocut ittoshort but whenitgetslongeriwllsendyousone.



i have not t ast eda dr op of whi skeysincei |l eft home but afewdaysagoi was very
unwel I.one of t he boysgavene alittleifelti neededitalongti mebeforeiwoul d
touchit.i don' tuse prof anel anguagef or i want todo right.| ast Sunday we had
nmeeti ngi nt he chapli nshouse. af t er t he chapl i nwas done pr eachi nghe i nvitedone
of thereligoussol diersuptospeak and he made avery sensi bl espeech.

i amint he mess wi t ht he nonconm ssi onof fi cers.we have a ni cel argest ovei nour
house. ri ght ont he opsi tesi deof our housewe have al arger oomwhi chwe are

goi ngtonake acitchen.itisalldone but thefloor.i woul dliket oconme hone and
seeyouoncenore.ithinkafterthebattel at clunbasifwe don'tget killed.it hink
we canget tocone hone. iwllclosenmy witingwitesoonand | et me knowhow
you ar e get ti ngal ong.

Fromyour son,
Thomas Bush”

The next letter was written just a week or so after the last. Thomas talks about Mr. and Mrs.
Rimby, Scott County neighbors who are in the camp cooking for the troops. It seems strange
today that neighbors and family would travel to the camps and help care for the troops. The
residents of nearby towns would also ride out to nearby hillsides and watch the battles in action.
Christmas has past between Thomas’ last two letters but he does not mention it. Perhaps the shirt
and gloves his mother sent were Christmas gifts to him.

“Fort Hol t, Kent ucky Decenber 29, 1861
Dear f at her,

i takemy peninhandtowriteyouafewwords. Ms. R nby i sdown her e she sends
her respect st oyou bot h. she sai dshe woul dof wr ot et o you but she had not t he

ti me. she and nr. R nby i scooki ngf or us and we have good neal sand we have a

spl endi dci t chenf or t hemt ocooki n.



i havegot theshirtyousent withnrs. R nby. i want youtotellme i nyour next

| etter hownuch you pai df or t he |l argest pai r of gl ovesyousent ne. t heyaretwo
bi gf or me andi cansellthemor sendthemtoyou.ithinkt hereis8 t housandmen
i nCai roand on bi rdspoi nt,si xinfort holtthe 28thandt he 7thregi ment, and t wo
conpanys of cal vary,and a f ewpi ecesof artillery.i don'twant uneasy about me f or
i amwel | at present and nrs. R nby knows howi amgettingal ong. she expectsto
writewhen shehasthetine.witesoonfor youhavethetineand! wlldothe
sare.

Fromyour son,
Thomas K Bush”

Thomas’ letters also reveal that soldiers were dependent on their families back home to send
basic necessities like warm clothing, blankets and even postage stamps. The tone of his letters
becomes more somber as the war continues.. He is obviously maturing with the sights and
experiences of war. Life is not easy in the camps and often lacks basic necessities. Letters and
news from home were very important to the soldiers in the field.

“Fort Hol t, Kent ucky January9, 1862

Dear Mot her,

| mwellat present. M. Gail camne her eyest erday and M s. Hasel et.we have got
mar chi ngor der si nCai roand t heset wo poi nts.we don' t knowwher e we ar e goi ngor
when. t he day bef oreyest erdayt hr ee gunboat sand t wo t ogboat swent t he

M ssi ssi ppibut do not do anyt hi ngi beli eve.

i receivedaletter fromGeorge Markillel amout of postagestanps andt her ai nt
anyinCairoandi cant witew t hout yousendsone andifyoudo sendthemri ght
away. about fivew lldo me tillwe get sonme nore. i must closeny letteritis
gettinglate Wit esoon.

Fromyour son,
Thomas Bush”



Company “C” saw action at the Battle of Shiloh early in April of 1862. The Union Army wanted
to destroy the Confederate rails near Corinth, Mississippi. Believing the Rebels to be some
distance away and no immediate threat, Union troops failed to set up defenses. They were totally
surprised and pushed back up river by Confederate forces. This was also known as the Battle of
Pittsburg Landing. Thomas’ next letter was written just 2 days after Shiloh. Many of Scott
County’s men were lost in that battle and some of their names are listed following Thomas’
letter. I am not sure just what the term elephant means in Thomas’ next letter. Combat?

“April8, 1862 A t sbur gLandi ng, Tennessee
Dear f at her,

| amaliveand wel|l.i havereceivednol atter sincei w ot el ast.we havej ust had a
bat t el here. t her ebel sat act ed us sunday nmor ni ngand | ast edtillmonday eveni ng.
on sunday t he r ebel sdr ove us back. gener a bewal sf or ce got her eint he eveni ng

t henwe dr ovet hemback on nonday. t he 28th f ought har d. t he dead i sl ayi ngal |
around our canp. our pi cket was firedont hi snor ni ng.t hey have been bri ng ngup
t he dead t oday. t he 28th | ost a gr eat many nmen. t herewas t hr ee men out of our
conpany we ar e sita nwas killedt he nanmes of t hemt hat was ki |l edi ssar gennt
Dyer, Ti not hy Dai |l yand John Sher man.

Lei ut enant Ebey i swounded i nt he br east and a gr eat many ot hers. George markille
sai dhe want edt o st ay down heretillhe seent he el ephant but i f he had st ayed he
woul dhave seenal It he el ephant he want edt oo. i wi llwriteagi nwheni hear nore
about thefight.iforgottotellyouthat Cap. Bager d was wounded and t hought t o
be t akenpri sner.H et cher Ebey, | oui shanki ns,John pl ai nerand nr. Teal i skilled.
allf ought int he 14thregi nment.i willnowcl oseny | etter.witesoonas youcan.

FromThonmas Bush

P eassend me afewstanps. The rebel st oock m ne besi desnmy drumand sone
ot her t hi ngs. John bal seysai dt el lyou he was al i veand wel | .”

Thomas Bush’s letters refer to the action at Pittsburg Landing (Battle of Shiloh) and mention
some of his fellow soldiers from Winchester. These were not only names on a muster roll or a
neighbor mentioned in a fellow soldier’s wartime letters. They were men with mothers, wives
and children and with stories of their own. Following is some information on them:



Sergeant William P. Dyer enlisted on 8/16/1861 in Company “C”. He was killed at Shiloh on
4/6/1862. The 1860 Scott County Census lists him in Glasgow where he worked as a store
clerk. He was 19 years old in 1860 and from Tennessee.

Timothy Daley enlisted on 8/16/1861 from Winchester as a Private. He was killed at Shiloh on
4/6/1862.

John Sherman also enlisted on that day and was also killed at Shiloh on 4/6/1862.

Fletcher Ebey served in Company “K” 14th Illinois Regiment with William Bush. He was killed
at Shiloh on 4/6/1862. Fletcher was 23 years old when he died. He was the son of George and
Matilda Ebey of Winchester. The Ebey was a family of potters from Ohio and listed on the 1860
Scott County census. Fletcher’s older brother, George W. Ebey was born in 1834. He married
Theodocia Balsey on April 2, 1861. She was the sister of John Balsey, Thomas Bush’s good
friend. George Ebey served as a Lieutenant in Company “C” with Thomas Bush.

John Balsey was Thomas Bush’s long time friend and companion. He served as a Private in
Company “F” 61st Illinois Infantry, enlisting on 2/15/1862. Military records indicate that he was
taken prisoner in Missouri in 1865. The postwar 1870 Scott County, Illinois Census lists him as
living in his mother’s household. Her name was Eliza Balsley (sp?). In the same household were
her other children. George Balsley age 28 of PA; John Balsley age 24 of PA; Fannie Balsley age
19 of PA; Sarah Balsley age 18 of PA and William Balsley age 16 also of PA. Also living in this
household was Thomas Bush, age 24. All the men in the house were employed as painters.

John W. Balsley married Sarah Haigh on 9/25/1871 in Scott County. John and his wife Sarah
were the witnesses when Thomas Bush married Idellah McEvers on April 15. 1878 in
Winchester. The 1900 Scott County Census lists John Balsey from Pennsylvania, age 52
employed as a mail clerk for the railroad. It also lists his wife Sarah from England, aged 48 tears.
Two sons, Edmond and William were also listed. The Balsleys were listed immediately next to
Bishop Vincent from lowa, age 56, a farmer and his wife, Henrietta. Bishop Vincent will
discussed later and was a friend of Thomas Bush’s. “Bish” wrote Thomas an interesting letter in
1891 when he was living in Missouri.

The Winchester, Scott County, Illinois 1910 census listed John Balsley at age 62. He and his
parents were all from Pennsylvania. He was still employed as a mail clerk for the railroad. His
wife Sarah age 57 years, from England was listed and her sister Florence Mayer age 52.
Balsley’s son Edward, age 38; and his wife, Cora, age 34 and their two children, Josephine age 6
and John age 4 were living with them.



Bishop M. Vincent served in Company “C”, enlisting on 2/15/1864 from Winchester. The 1860
Winchester, Scott County Census shows him living in his mother’s household. C.H. Vincent was
a tailoress aged 54 years from Delaware. Bishop was 17 in 1860 and born in Illinois. In 1860 he
was employed as a tobacconist. He is found again on the 1900 Scott County Census with his
wife, Henrietta. No children are listed with them in 1900. “Bish” Vincent is the author of the
final letter in this series. He wrote to Thomas late in his life. The letter mostly discussed the state
of veteran’s pensions and reminisced about old comrades.

Company “C” next saw action at the Siege of Corinth, Mississippi between April 29, 1862 and
May 30. Again the aim was the destruction of rail lines there which intersected both North and
South and East and West. It was a vital supply line for Confederate troops which lacked adequate
railroads. Neither side was eager to engage the other. Instead both sides allowed dysentery and
disease to do the dirty work of battle. The water supplies for both sides were contaminated.
Thomas’s letters reflect on this condition several times. It must have been a common and
frequent problem.

“Boliver, Tennessee Sept enber 28, 1862
Dear Fat her,

i takemy peninhandtol et youknowt hat i amwell.i recei vedyour | etterthe

ot her day dattedt he 7th of Septenber.itisthelst|etterthat has beendirected
toBoliver.itisacloudyand | onnesuml ooki ngday. itisreportedthat t hereis40

t housandr ebel smar chi ngont hi spl acebut i guessitiscanp news. t herei ssomany
reportswe never knowwhen t o beli evet hem

afewdaysagothelst brigadestartedt ogotoLa@ ange or sonewher e. near t here
was about 15t housandr ebel smet us.theytriedtoget aroundus and keep usfrom
retreati ngback. we had t o go doubl equi ckf or about 6 m| es.we cane allt he way
back t o Bolivert hat day. t he next day t he rebel scane within6é mlesof thispl ace
toattact us. we was up at 3 o' cl ockt he next nor ni ngready f or afight but t he

r ebel swent back. i expect you have hear d about it beforet hi sti me. dont be

di scour aged you nust not t hi nkwe ar e whi pedyet.therebel si snot whi ppi ngus
hereint hewest.i supposeyouhave herd of t he battl et hat Genera G ant had
withPrivenear Corrinth.itisgettinglateandiwllbringny lettertoaclose
Janes Gal esends hisregardsandtotellyouheiswell.giveny regardstot he

nei ghbor s.

Thormas Bush”



From Corinth, Company “C” moved toward Bolivar, Tennessee where they were stationed in
September. December 1862 took the Company to Vicksburg, Mississippi, the main Confederate
stronghold on the Mississippi River. They remained here until July of 1863. Company “C” was
given a furlough which lasted from May 18" until July 8, 1864. They would later spend time in
Louisiana. Finally they were sent to Texas in 1865. Thomas K. Bush was mustered out from
Brownsville, Texas in 1868 and returned home to Winchester.

“Menphi s, Tenn April 13, 1863

Dear Parents,

| set dowmmtodropyouafewlinesas M Ebeyisagoingtostart honeinalittle
whi | e.i amwel | and i ngood heal t h.t he boys are al |wel | .we ar e | ooki ngf or Janes
Gal eand t herest of thefurl owboys back. as soonast hey get back, t wo nor e of

t he boysisacom nghone. we drewf our nont hs pay | ast Sat ur day. i willsend sone
home w t ht he next boyst hat goes.

| willnot havetimetoriteanynore.iwllsendalongerletterbytheboysthat
comes hone. youneed not riteanynoretilli answer t hel eter G nny bri ngs.

Your sun,
T K Bush”

In the following letter Thomas writes that he has been recently hospitalized with an illness. It’s
appears to be dystentery, again. The letter also says that he apparently has recently been on
furlough back home. And, once again, Thomas requests more postage stamps from home.

“Canp i nt herear of i xburgM ssissi pp June 18, 1863



Dear Parents,

| receivedyour kindl etterthi snmorningandi set downtotenpt toanswer it.i
knowyouwoul dli ket o have an answer. i have been very si cksi ncei | eft hore. But i
amagettingbetter.my handissonervoust hat i canscarclyrite ny sicknessonly

| asteda f ewdays.itwas t he biliousfever and headache. t her ei sa good many
gettingsickw ththefever but t hey soonget better.agreat many of our regi nent
i son pi cket t oday. They kep up a noi seshotingal It herebbel s.1t i sagooddeal like
when we was advanci ngon Corrinth.We haverifel pi tsdugf oreour boystostand
pi cket i n.t her e has been none of our boys hurt yet.t her ewas one di ed out

of our conpany w t hsi ckness. by t he nane of Charl esCochran.we | eft G and Gul f
onthetenthof thisnont h.we | eftt he pl aceevacuat ed.

iwllcloseny | etter.excusebad spelingand ot her mrtches.iw shyouwoul d

pl easesend ne sone post age st anps. amnot out yet but cant get none nor e here. i
w llriteagi nbeforei get ananswer tothisandiw shyouwoul ddo t he sane. i have
had but onel etter sincei |l eft hone.

so good bye gi vernry conplinmentstoall.

Your son,
Thos Bush”

Two months later, Thomas is back in Missouri and talks about the Company band. He complains
about the lack of food and the fact that the troops often must go out and purchase additional
meals for themselves. He is still in the hospital. The apparent food shortage may be more for
those hospitalized rather than the troops in the field. Thomas is nearly seventeen years old when
he writes this letter. Note how his writing proficiency has improved and his maturity. It is the last
known letter to survive. He will spend another 5 years in the Army.

“Jef f ersonBarr acks, M ssouri August 12, 1863
Dear Parents,



Your letterof the9thcame tohandalittlewhileago. | was gl adtohear fromyou
andthat t het hingsisgettingal ongfinew thplentyof rainWe aregettingpl enty
now |t rai nsnost evryday here. | amwelland gettingstronger allthetine. | was
out i nt he countryyest erday and got nmy di nner.We don’tget near enought o eat
here. We buy hal f what we eat. We spend nor e noney get ti ngsonet hi ngt o eat
her e t han any ot her pl acewe have ever been. When | came herel had $41 dollars
and now| haveonl y13t een.

| amgoi ngtol eavet hi shospitaprettysoon.| seenone of t he band | ast eveni ng
her e. He sai dt he ol dsergeant t hat i si nchargewantedt hedrunmers andfifersto
playt hecallhere. | willdothat or el secone honme ona Frenchfurloughand staya
week and go backtotheregi ment. Wel | | willnot tal kabout hospita af f aresany
nmor e. Tommy Met zl er sai dt omHer sey had a fl eshwound i nhi sl egbut not

danger ous. He was expectinghi mhereonthefirstboat.

| was | ooki ngi nt he nor ni ngpaper sover t helistof t he dead and seen Arch

Ragl anssnane of Co C28 IIl.That di edcom ngup ont he boat.| have not hi ngnor e
of i nportancetotellyousol willclose. W iteasoftenasyoucan No nore at
present.

Your son
Thormas Bush”

Lastly, a transcription of a letter written almost 25 years after the war from Thomas
Bush’s old friend Bishop Vincent. The two men had served together in the War. What is obvious
in Bish’s letter is the strong and lasting bond formed between the veterans. What is also very
obvious was the lasting and sad effects the War had on it’s veterans following the war. There
appears to be some trouble with veterans getting pensions for their service. The tone of Bish’s
letter infers that Thomas had written him and was having trouble getting a pension for some
disability from the war. Thomas died 10 years later in Jacksonville State Hospital. All these
letters along with Thomas’ original enlistment and discharge papers were together in a bundle.
Perhaps he had used them in trying to prove his service and obtain a pension. Thomas’ letters
indicate he had suffered often from dysentery and he was hospitalized for a while.

“Bish” offers his sympathies to Thomas on the recent death of Thomas’ mother, Eliza Thorpe
Bush. She died at age 68 on December 11, 1890 in Winchester. Thomas’ father, Palemon Cage
Bush was a carpenter in Winchester. He died at age 70 on May 13, 1875 in Winchester.



“Deer O eek Monr oe County, M ssouri July5, 1891
Dear A d Fri endand Conr ade,

Your s of t he 28t" of | ast nont h cane her e dul yunt ohand a f ewdays ago fi ndi ngne
much pl easedt o herefromyouoncenore. | had about gi venup her ei ngf romyou
anynore. | sonmeti meswoul dt hi nkyouwer e not at hone. And had al nost begant o
t hi nkyou had passed over withthesilentmgj ority.But your | etter di spell edny

i magi nati ons.And you ar e stillont he Land of t he Li vingwher e | hope youmay be
permttedtoremnai nfor severa yearstocone. | was sonmewhat sur prisedat

her ei ngof your not hersdeat has | had under st ood she di ed sever a year s ago.
How | got theideal nowcant tell.l cananswer you, | can Synpat hi zew thyouto
thefullestextent for | have passedt hrought he same Experi ence. But sucht hi ngs
nmust occur i nt he cour seof our Li ves. However Sad itiswhenwe t hinkof itt hat

t he A d nust di eandt he young may di e.

The paper you spoke of sendi ngnme | never received.| sawt he Announcenent of
Hat ch Ki ngsdeat hint he Nati onal Tri bune.| tellyouthe ol df el | owsar e passi ng
away veryfast. D dyouknow Sam Shi renman was dead? He di ed about t wo year s ago
last Nov | think | receivedaletterfroma Co. F man at W nfi el dkansasby t he
name of Frank Bull.( Do yourenmenber any such man) wanti ngmy af fi daviti na
Pensi oncase. | coul dnot do hi many good for | di dnot renmenber hi mas he was not
i nt he Co. wher e we wer e consalidated. | m ght have known hi mwhen | sawhi mbut
don tremenber hi sname. Wel |, M. Bull had went t o see samand f ound out ny
addressfromSans wi feand he w ot eme statingSans death. Samleftnofamly.l
have gi vena great many af fi davitst ot he Boys, sone | have heardfrom
afterwardssone | havenot. | never heardfromSam Shiremanafter | sent ny

St at enent tohi m John Derriskand A d West di dme t hesame trick But | never

r ef used but one man an Af fi davit.And I coul ddo hi mno goodand | di dnot want
todo hi many Har m so | w t hhel dny Evi dence. Poor BilIHoot s. | don’ t knowwhen |

had ever t hought of hi mbefore.l amverysorrytohere of hissad

Af flictionand | hope he willsoonrecover.l guessd d M R nbrey begi nst ol ook
very ol dwhi ch he nust be gettingal ongi nyears. Do yourenenber t he Sal vehe
made at Fort Hol t, KY whenwe allhad t heilidvarriageast he boys call edit.When
you see hi mrenenber nme tohi mw t hki ndnessand Fr at er nal Conr adshi p.



| woul dl ovesonuch tovisitW nchest er and seewhat fewof theoldCothereis
there. It wouldbetone aregul ar Lovefeast.l soneti mes get t ostudyi ngabout

t hosef ellowmembers of Co Cand | just get sofulll cant talkl don' tknow

wheat her allthefell owsfeel likel door not but | tellyouTomy thereisa
feelingt hat | cant account for neitherdo!l trytoconceaitfor | amnot ashaned
of my own andt he grand ol dconpany and R ghtsrecord. Yes Tonmy your ecei ve

t wo di schar gesone when your ei nlistedand one when you wer e rrust er ed out and
pai dof f. B t her one wi | Ishowal It hat i snecessaryont he Lawas Every Sol di er
serving90 days shoul dbe entitledt ot he benefitsof sai dLawand al | Evi dencet hat
wi | Ibe requiredi sastoyour Physi ca Condi ti onnow As t hel awi sas | under st and
itisforthosewhoever have becone ol dand br oken down by di seaseand Exposur e
sincethetinmeof theirservicelf youmade applicationfor injuriesrecei vedi nt he
Li neof Dutyt henyouwoul dhavet of urni shEvi dencet o subst anti at eyour cla m

Now ifthereisanythingl candofor youl amat your service.l remember you

bei ngl a dup at Fort Hol t but don’ trenenber what t he di seasewas. | renmenber
Lei ut.Ebey and Mer chant had you sl eepi nt hei r quart erswhere Tomy Met zl er
coul dnurseyou and i f you have any Evi dencel t hi nkwe canfi xyou up. Poor A d
Tom Ker sey he has f ound a hone i nt he Sol di ershonme. What has becone of his
famlythat’sjust Awf ul.Just tot hi nkabout it.Tom had as Bri ght Pr ospect swhen
he cane hone as any one of t he Boys and hi sf at her gave hi ma good send of f and
now he i si nt he Sol di ersHonme. But we may havetolandt here, thereisnotelling f
| do knowitwllbe aniceH acetoEnd my days.

When yousee Ji mWar ren gi vehi mmy ki ndregardsandtellhi ml was rat her
uneasy about hi sPolitickswhen | heardhe had been H ect ed Count y Judge of

Scott Co know ngit was over whel mingl yDenmocraticbut | amgl adt oo her e he
standsonthe | ndeli bl ePrinci p esof RepublicanismWell Tommy | willhavetocl ose
for f ear of wani ngyour Pati ence. Remenber nme witht he ki ndest r egar dst o your
famly.Hopei ngtoherefromyousoon.| amas ever your truefriendand Conr ad.

B shM M ncent



Monr oe Co. MO

P. STommy. S ncel eat nmy dinner | founda copy of t helawAct June 2" 90 whi ch
w llgiveyouallt herightsrequiredi nyour case. Read Sec 2 of t he Lawand youwi ||
findyouareentitledtofrom6 to12 dollarsper mont h. | want t osee every man
who has servedfaithfull y30 daysr ecei vean pensi on.b d John d ayvel eswi dow
ever get marriedt he secondti me?Who ispost mast er nowi nW nchest er ?Do you
know anyt hi ngof Geo Hanback he usedtolivei n@ asgow A d Ben Lew sdo you
know anyt hi ngof hi n? So many | oftent hinkof | woul dliketoseeallof them

Trulyyours
B sh

Oh yes. Do youtaket he Tri buneif not youwant totakeitsoyoucankeep posted
ont he Pensi onRul el ngs. Twi | pay you bi g. I f youdon' tt akeitand cant get a coppy
| et me knowl willsend you one.

Below are some of the men mentioned in Thomas’ letters and what little information could be
found on them.

Thomas Metzler
Thomas Hershey
Mr. Hill

Benjamin F. Lewis

Hezekiah Rimby enlisted on 8/15/1861 and served as a Corporal. He was discharged on
8/26/1864. In one of Thomas’ letters he states that Mrs. Rimby was in camp and had set up a
kitchen where she cooked for the troops.

James M. Gale of Winchester enlisted as a Corporal on 8/16/1861 and was later promoted to a
Second Lieutenant. He was listed on the 1860 Winchester Census being 20 years old and a clerk



born in Illinois. He was residing with his parents A.G. Gale, a 49 year old carpenter from
Vermont and his wife, Nancy age 43 from Tennessee.

Alexander Heazlit enlisted 8/16/1861 from Winchester and served as a Private. Thomas’ letters
mention his mother, Mrs. Haselet.

George Markille was listed on the 1860 Scott County census at age 14 and born in Illinois. He
was living with his parents Thomas age 41 a machinist from Kentucky and mother Mary, age 33
from Ohio.

Charles H. Cochoran (Cochran) enlisted as a Private on 4/16/1861.

Archibald E. Raglan was a Private from Winchester, enlisting on 8/16/1861. He died at
Winchester on 9/3/1863.

Hatch King served with Company “O” of the 28" Regiment from Winchester.

Samuel H. Shireman of Company “C” was Samuel Sherman. He was found in the 1860 Scott
County Census at age 20 from Pennsylvania. He was living with his father Daniel age 50, a
farmer from Pennsylvania and mother Ann, age 44 also from Pennsylvania.

Frank Bull
John Derrisk enlisted 8/16/1861 in Company “C” and was discharged 2/15/1864.

William Hoots was a Private in Company “C” enlisting on 8/16/1861 and discharged on
8/26/1864.

Thomas V. Kearsey of Winchester served in Company “C” from 8/16/1861 until 2/15/1864. The
1860 Winchester Census lists him as age 19 and born in Illinois. He was living with his parents,
Thomas Kearsey, Sr. age 56 and a merchant from Delaware and his wife, Margaret A. age 35
from Illinois.

James A. Warren served as a Private in Company “C” enlisting on 8/16/1861. He was wounded
on 10/5/1862. Bishop Vincent’s letter refers to James becoming a Judge in Scott County.

George T. Hanback of Glasgow enlisted on 8/16/1861 and was discharged on 2/15/1864. He
married Nancy York on 7/29/1866 in Scott County. George’s name appears on an advertisement
for the Bush Brothers Band of which he was a member. George was the son of Archibald and
Margaret Hanback who were listed on the 1860 Glasgow, Scott County census. In 1860
Archibald was 43 years old and a farmer from Kentucky. His wife Margaret was 36 years old
and from Kentucky, as well. The Census lists their children as George age 18 and born in Illinois
and his siblings Samuel (13), Harvey (10), Edward (8), Ira (7) and William (6).



Private Thomas K. Bush was born on September 17, 1845 in Winchester and died at the
Jacksonville State Hospital on November 21, 1901. His body was shipped back to Winchester
where he was buried next to his father, mother, brothers William and Charles and wife in the
Winchester Cemetery. Thomas enlisted on August 15, 1861 in Company ”C” of the 28" Illinois
Regiment when he was fifteen years old. He re-enlisted and served until March 15, 1868 when
he was discharged from Brownsville, Texas.

Thomas Bush’s wartime letters are printed here for the enlightenment and enjoyment of others
and may not be used for any other purpose nor may they be reprinted in any form. This submitter
hopes that descendants of Thomas’ comrades and neighbors who were mentioned in his letters
will find this text informative. In 1861 Scott County was a rural community with several small
towns including Winchester and Glasgow. Scott County lost 290 of it’s youngest and best men
serving in Company “C” alone. There were many others serving in other Regiments who did not
return either. The effects on their surviving families and the community as a whole were
devastating and would last many, many years.

Submitted by Linda Buzzard Schlenker, great great granddaughter of Private Thomas K. Bush in
September 2006. Comments and responses about this submission are welcomed. Please contact

at foxhill@ngsassociates.com.
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